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Connecting the World
Mobile Industry Unites to Drive Universal Charging Solution for Mobile Phones
17 February 2009, Barcelona, Spain
The GSMA and 17 leading mobile operators and manufacturers today announced that they are committed to
implementing a cross-industry standard for a universal charger for new mobile phones. The aim of the
initiative, led by the GSMA, is to ensure that the mobile industry adopts a common format for mobile phone
charger connections and energy-efficient chargers resulting in an estimated 50 per cent reduction in standby
energy consumption, the potential elimination of up to 51,000 tonnes of duplicate chargers1 and the
enhancement of the customer experience by simplifying the charging of mobile phones.
The group has set an ambitious target that by 2012 a universal charging solution (UCS) will be widely
available in the market worldwide and will use Micro-USB as the common universal charging interface. The
group agreed that by the 1st January 2012, the majority of all new mobile phone models available will support
a universal charging connector and the majority of chargers shipped will meet the high efficiency targets set
out by the OMTP (Open Mobile Terminal Platform), the industry body who developed the technical
requirements behind UCS.
"The mobile industry has a pivotal role to play in tackling environmental issues and this programme is an
important step that could lead to huge savings in resources, not to mention convenience for consumers," said
Rob Conway, CEO and Member of the Board of the GSMA. "There is enormous potential in mobile to help
people live and work in an eco-friendly way and with the backing of some or the biggest names in the
industry, this initiative will lead the way."
A universal charger will also make life much simpler for the consumer, who will be able to use the same
charger for future handsets, as well as being able to charge their mobile phone anywhere from any available
charger. UCS chargers will also include a 4-star2 or higher efficiency rating, which is up to three times more
energy-efficient than an unrated charger3. Furthermore, with potentially 50 per cent less chargers4 being
manufactured each year, the industry can expect to reduce greenhouse gases in manufacturing and
transporting replacement chargers by 13.6 to 21.8 million tonnes a year. To ensure the uptake of a universal
charging solution, the operators and manufacturers who have partnered with the GSMA to launch this
initiative are working alongside the OMTP to roll-out the new solution in order to meet the targets set for
2012. The initiative will also work with the wider operator and manufacturing communities to secure global
participation and commitment as well as educate the industry and promote the benefits of a universal charger
via a targeted marketing campaign.
The initial group of companies who have joined the GSMA's UCS initiative include 3 Group, AT&T, KTF,
LG, mobilkom austria, Motorola, Nokia, Orange, Qualcomm, Samsung, Sony Ericsson, Telecom Italia,
Telefónica, Telenor, Telstra, T-Mobile and Vodafone – some of the world's largest mobile operators and
manufacturers who together are committed to making a universal charging solution a reality up to 2012 and
beyond.
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"3 welcomes this initiative to reduce the environmental impact of the mobile industry. By working together
the mobile industry can make a significant difference to the number of chargers produced, shipped and lying
around our homes and offices along with the amount of energy consumed whilst charging. It can only make
the whole process of charging up a mobile much more consumer friendly and 3 will work with our handset
partners to target 75% of our handset range to be UCS compliant by the end of 2012," said Nigel Field,
General Manager, Devices and Applications, 3 Group.
"AT&T is pleased to join this industry initiative as it aligns well with AT&T’s own efforts to provider greener
and simpler solutions for our customers," said Kris Rinne, Senior Vice President, Architecture and
Planning, AT&T.
"Motorola is proud to be an advocate of the GSMA's universal charging solution," said Dr. Bill Olson,
Director, Office of Sustainability and Stewardship, Motorola Mobile Devices. "This initiative aligns very
closely with our company's commitment to create environmentally responsible products that meet consumers'
needs."
Mitti Storckovius, Director of Environment, Devices at Nokia said: "Over the last few years, Nokia has
pioneered many energy saving features, from chargers using 90% less energy to alerts reminding people to
unplug chargers. By supporting this industry initiative on common charging solutions, and enabling consumers
to choose if they need a charger with every new device or can re-use existing ones, we can contribute further
in improving the industry's environmental footprint."
"Orange is at the forefront of bringing simplicity to its customers and actively promotes convenient and
energy efficient solutions to bring this about," said Brigitte Bourgoin, Executive VP, Head of Personal
Line of Business and member of the GSMA Board of Directors. "This new approach to a charging solution
is a major achievement and a significant step forward in reducing the waste and energy consumption of using
mobile phones."
"This initiative will also open the door to innovation in the operator retail presence as it is envisioned that
chargers and mobile devices may be distributed separately in the near future, which will allow consumers to
re-use existing chargers with other devices; reducing the overall number of chargers required. To this end the
Orange ambition is that over two thirds of our sales will rely on this new charging solution," added Brigitte
Bourgoin.
"Qualcomm supports and welcomes the GSMA's Universal Charging initiative and supports USB charging
throughout its current 3G chip portfolio. The potential environmental and consumer benefits of such an
initiative are compelling. Efforts to reduce the environmental impact of mobile charging, whilst making
mobile usage more straightforward for the consumer, are to be applauded," said Enrico Salvatori, Senior
Vice President and General Manager, Qualcomm Europe.
"Samsung seeks to actively take responsibility for the future of our environment. The universal charging
solution presents a unique opportunity for our industry to bring positive benefits to the environment and also
to the end-user experience," said WS Lee, Vice President, R&D Planning, Mobile Communication
Division, Samsung Electronics.
César Alierta, Chairman of Telefónica commenting on the GSMA's new initiative on creating a universal
charger solution said: "From an environmental point of view, not only does the GSMA's proposal for a
universal charging solution address the issue of materials consumption associated with new chargers, but it
encourages the Industry en masse to move towards more efficient charging technologies, thereby reducing
energy wastage. Telefónica is committed to achieving this industry vision and we hope that by 2012, 75 per
cent of our all new mobile handsets and chargers will comply with the universal charging solution goals."
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"The development and implementation of the universal charger solution is a step that all industry players and
mobile users have been waiting for. This initiative shows the importance of the role mobile operators have in
developing recommendations and pushing technology improvements for the end users. It is definitely a
common interest of all telecom players to shape the industry into a more environmentally conscious and
climate friendly society, and ensure about sustainable growth for the future," said Eric F. Ekern, Director,
Climate Change Programme, Telenor.
"Given the estimated eight million handsets sold in Australia every year, moving to a standard, universal
charger for mobile phones has the potential to dramatically reduce duplication and waste. The proposed
charger could be made available as a standalone accessory, eliminating the current requirement for a charger
to be included with every new mobile phone," said Ross Fielding, Executive Director, Telstra.
"The implementation of a standardized universal charger solution is long-overdue as its benefits are obvious
on many levels, from the environmental aspects of producing a more energy-efficient product, to smoother
supply logistics, to simplifying the lives of consumers. We therefore welcome the GSMA-led UCS initiative,
as well as the supporting work delivered by the OMTP and offer our full commitment," said Michael
Hagspihl, Executive Vice President, Terminal Management, T-Mobile International.
"Vodafone believes in offering our customers simple, convenient, cost effective products and services. The
provision of a universal charger meets these requirements. In addition, this initiative is in line with our overall
environmental programme as the universal chargers will be highly energy efficient and will therefore reduce
the carbon waste. Ultimately, it will mean that our customers do not have to replace their charger with each
device upgrade. This makes life easier for them and is good for the environment. We estimate that by 2012
the majority of new mobile phones will be universal charging solution compliant," said Terry Kramer,
Group Strategy and Business Improvement Director, Vodafone.

Notes to Editors
Sources:
1

GSMA analysis from UNEP, Gartner, European Commission Integrated Product Policy Pilot on Mobile
Phones, University of Southern Queensland data.
- An estimated 1.2 billion mobile phones were sold in 2008, of which between 50-80 per cent were
replacement handsets. That equals between 51,000 and 82,000 tonnes of replacement chargers every year.
2
The star rating scheme is an initiative by some manufacturers5 based on EU and US requirements. It is more
stringent than the requirements of the European Commission Code of Conduct on Energy Efficiency of
External Power Supplies (Version 3)6 or the US Environmental Protection Agency ENERGY STAR V7.
3
IPP Project on the Efficiency of a Mobile Device Charger developed a star rating system with unrated
chargers having a no-load power consumption of >0.5 W and a 4-star charger having a no-load consumption
of between 0.03 and 0.15 W. http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ipp/mobile.htm
4
Assumes that 50 per cent of phones are replacement phones: http://www.gsmworld.com/lifecycle
/index.shtml
5
http://www.itworld.com/green-it/58062/mobile-phone-chargers-are-energy-vampires
6
http://re.jrc.ec.europa.eu/energyefficiency/html/standby_initiative_External%20Power%20Supplies.htm
7
www.energystar.gov/powersupplies
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The GSMA represents the interests of the worldwide mobile communications industry. Spanning 219
countries, the GSMA unites more than 750 of the world's mobile operators, as well as 200 companies in the
broader mobile ecosystem, including handset makers, software companies, equipment providers, Internet
companies, and media and entertainment organisations. The GSMA is focused on innovating, incubating and
creating new opportunities for its membership, all with the end goal of driving the growth of the mobile
communications industry. For more information, please visit http://www.gsmworld.com/
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