Guidelines for the readings
The readings for the course have been carefully selected to help you (1) see how computer networks are used and (2) understand the technologies that enable networks. Wherever possible, the original standards documents have been used. As you read the articles, the following guidelines may be helpful.

1. Business reading essentially boils down to answering two questions. What and why (Ellet 2007).
a. What is the position statement – what action is the author recommending? What problem is the standard trying to solve? What is the outcome that is being reported on? It is usually a good idea to look at least at the top level sections of articles and ask what the section is about.
b. Why is the reasoning behind the position - why does the author recommend the action over others? Why is the standard solving the problem the way it is? Why did the outcome take the shape it finally did. Why is where the learning occurs. Why is what can help you solve other similar problems in the future.
2. Once you get the two big questions right, you can focus on the related question to the desired level of detail – how (Ellet 2007). How can I act as suggested? How can I implement the standard? How can I benefit from the reported outcome?
3. Unfortunately, very few articles clearly articulate the whys. Sometimes the authors themselves do not know the answer. But you should focus as much effort as possible on the whys.
4. Articles generally focus on the hows and readers are also generally interested in the how-tos. But the problems with focusing on how-tos include (1) the specific how-tos change from situation to situation; (b) anyone can clip how-tos and follow them. You don’t need a college degree to follow instructions.
5. Therefore, read the articles top-down. Find what is the central point of the article? If the article features a company prominently, it is good to know what is the primary business of the company? The best way to get this information is to read the latest 10-K statement. These are easily accessed from finance.yahoo.com -> SEC filings. If it is an opinion, what is the opinion?
6. With technology standards, do not read them from an engineering perspective. You are not expected to understand every header field, every modulation scheme etc. Just focus on the key problem the standard is trying to solve.
7. If there is a relatively new concept introduced in the article, you may look up the dictionary meaning of the concept. For example, when you read the Ethernet patent, it would be useful to know what a patent is, why it exists.

8. Next answer - why.

9. Finally, if there are some interesting how-to ideas, make a note of them.
Class activity

1. Students will form teams of 2-3 students each. Teams will be identified by number, and team members will be listed on Blackboard. Teams will be as diverse as possible.
2. Each meeting, students can divide the readings among themselves in the team.
3. For each reading, you should know – (1) what and why for the reading and (2) what and why for the 3 most important issues discussed in the article, for a total of 8 questions and answers.
4. Before each class meeting, each student must be comfortable with the above for all readings scheduled for the meeting. It is recommended that each team meet in person or use e-conferencing tools such as Blackboard or Skype etc to share information about the readings.
5. In class, readings will be taken up sequentially. For each reading, we will go through the 8 questions sequentially, whats followed by whys. Two teams will be called up at a time – a respondent team and a discussant team. Members of the teams will stand up. One member chosen from the respondent team at random, will answer the first question. One member from the discussant team, again chosen at random, will have the opportunity to refine the answer. The second questions will be taken up the same way, then the third question. Once every member of each team has had a turn, another pair of teams will be called up and they will take up the fourth question and so forth.
6. Answers must be professionally spoken, the way you would do so in a job interview. You may carry hand-written notes in your own writing, but no photo-copies or typed notes or help from laptops. The instructor reserves the right to inspect your notes.
7. In the interests of time, occasionally, some readings may be skipped. 

Scoring

1. For a correct answer, the respondent team member gets 1 point. For a significant refinement, the discussant gets 0.5 points. Refinements will typically include language and selection of issue, but could also be other areas that make sense.

2. If you violate any conditions – notes not created by you etc, you lose 5 points.
3. The person who scores the highest points in class gets the full credit for participation.
4. The person who scores the lowest points gets full score – 2*(max score – mean score), subject to a minimum of 0 for participation.
5. Other students get a linear interpolation between these two extremes for participation. Thus, the weakest student determines the slope of the curve.
Anticipated benefits

Apart from helping students improve their reading skills, it is anticipated that through pre-class group discussions, students will get to know other team members a little better. A big benefit of attendance at a university is the development of such a circle of professional associates.

Maybe you will even find this fun.
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